Harold’s Cross National School
Clareville Road, Harold’s Cross, Dublin 6W, D6WFR66
Telephone: (01) 4922321
Email: office@haroldscrossns.ie
Principal: Mr. Mark Glynn
Roll Number: 19924i

Mobile Device Policy

Ratified by the Board of Management on 30th April 2024.

9
/ ]
Chairperson: //ué/\)‘\, /é@g.

principal: el ,Q{Q.legw

Policy: Mobile Device Policy (for Staff and Pupils)

Initially ratified by BOM on 26 Oct. 2011, Implemented from Nov. 2011.
Reviewed and amended Apr. 2018

Most recently reviewed and amended April 2024




Mobile Phone Policy for Staff and Pupils at Harold’s Cross N.S

Introductory Statement:

This policy was drawn up in response to a directive by the Board of Management and in
response to the increased technological advances which have seen a significant increase in
the use of mobile devices among the school population. It was reviewed in March 2024 in
light of the implementation of the Children First Act, 2015.

Rationale:

HCNS supports the development of digital learning skills and recognises the educational
value that digital devices can have. At the same time, the school recognises potential
problems associated with use of mobile devices such as phones & smart watches, including
the following:

e Health Concerns: There are ongoing concerns about the potential health risks
associated with excessive screen time, such as eye strain, poor posture, and
disrupted sleep patterns.

e Distraction: Mobile devices can be highly distracting for young children, leading to
difficulties in focusing on educational tasks and reducing overall productivity in the
classroom.

e Security and Privacy Risks: Mobile devices connected to the internet can expose
children to cybersecurity threats and privacy risks, such as inappropriate content,
online predators, and data breaches.

e Potential for Abuse: Mobile devices can be misused for non-educational purposes,
such as accessing inappropriate content, cyberbullying, or engaging in addictive
behaviors like excessive gaming or social media use.

While mobile devices can offer numerous educational benefits when used appropriately,
addressing these concerns and implementing effective strategies for their integration into
primary education is crucial for ensuring a balanced and productive learning environment.

Aim of this policy:
To reduce intrusions on and distractions to the teaching and learning in Harold’s Cross N.S.

The aim of this Digital Device Policy is to
e ensure that pupils will benefit from learning opportunities offered by digital
resources in a safe and effective manner.
e inform all members of our school community about the appropriate use of electronic
devices and mabile phones at our school
e outline the procedures and processes of this policy
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Definition of mobile devices:

Smartwatch: A smart watch is defined as a watch with the ability to connect or
communicate with other devices (including making/receiving calls, sending/receiving text
messages, taking/ sending / receiving photographs, and/or video content) either by
bluetooth or internet access. It may also have gaming functions.

Smart phone: A smartphone is a portable computer device that combines mobile telephone
functions and computing functions into one unit.

Mobile phone: A mobile phone (or cellphone) is a portable telephone that can make and
receive calls over a radio frequency link while the user is moving within a telephone service
area, as opposed to a fixed-location phone (landline phone).

Tablet/eBook readers: A tablet is a small, flat computer that is operated by touching the
screen. It is smaller than a regular laptop and larger than a cell phone. Tablets allow users to
access the Internet, read and send email, watch videos, listen to music, and read electronic
books, or e-books.

Guidelines for teachers

e Staff may not make or receive personal calls or texts during pupil contact hours or
during staff meetings.

e During teaching time, while on playground duty and during meetings, mobile phones
will be switched off or put on ‘silent’ or ‘discrete’ mode, with ‘vibrate’ off.

e Mobile Phones should be kept in a safe, secure place. All school staff and visiting
tutors/instructors are responsible for the safe custody and security of their personal
mobile devices. The Board of Management does not accept responsibility for any
personal devices lost, stolen or damaged.

e Staff are asked to use only school devices when taking school related photographs.

e Mobile phones will not be used for texting or phone calls within teaching / pupil
contact time. In the case of exceptional circumstances permission can be sought
from the principal in advance.

e The school phone should be used for contacting parents. If in exceptional
circumstances, a staff member needs to contact a parent using their own device,
caller ID should be disabled.

e Personal phones may not be synchronised with school computers/laptops etc.

e The Board of Management advises all staff to keep their personal mobile phone
number and social networking sites private.
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Pupils:

e Pupils are not permitted to have smart watches/technology on their person or in
their possession within school grounds. Simple wrist watches or basic fitness trackers
(that don’t connect to other applications or devices) can be worn.

e Only pupils in fifth and sixth class are allowed to bring mobile phones to school.

e Other mobile devices of a medical nature may be permitted upon prior agreement
with the principal.

e All mobile phones must be powered down and switched off at the external car park
gates and handed up to the teacher on arrival in the classroom.

e Children who need to contact their parents during the school day may use the school
phone.

e |t is strongly advised that pupils use passwords/pin numbers to ensure that
unauthorized phone calls cannot be made on their phones.

Sanctions

e Mobile phones not handed up at the beginning of the school day or, use of a mobile
phone by a pupil on the school grounds will result in the phone being confiscated
and handed back at a time decided upon by the principal.

e Should a pupil be found to be using their phone or devices inappropriately, the
school reserves the right to withdraw this privilege and they will no longer be able to
bring a phone into school.

e If a teacher has suspicions that a mobile phone has unsuitable material stored on it,
pupils will be required to hand it over to the principal. Parents will be informed and
will be asked to attend a meeting to discuss the matter.

e Pupils using mobile phones to bully or send offensive messages/ calls will face

disciplinary actions in line with the school’s Code of Behaviour, Anti Bullying and
Acceptable Usage Policies. In serious cases of bullying, in line with Children First
2015, Tusla or the Gardai may be contacted. It should be noted that it is a criminal
offence to use a mobile phone to menace, harass or offend another person.
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Parents:

e The Staff and BOM recognise the parents as the child’s primary educator and believe
that parents have an important role to play in ensuring their child’s appropriate and
safe use of electronic devices

e Parents and guardians are encouraged to regularly check their child’s online activity /
digital footprint. Parents are encouraged to check social media apps (e.g. Facebook,
Snapchat, WhatsApp, Instagram etc.) on mobile phones and electronic devices to
ensure they are aware of their child’s online interaction with others and approve of
the same.

e Parents/guardians are encouraged to talk with their child regularly about their use of
electronic devices and discuss who their child is interacting with and the content of
such interactions.

e Parents are asked to attend internet safety talks organised by the school.

e Parents/ volunteers will be obliged to comply with the terms of this policy while
involved in all school related activities (school tours etc) i.e. photographs can only be
taken on school devices.

e [f photos are taken during school events (e.g. assembly, Christmas Concert, Sports
Day) parents may take photos but they may not post photos/clips of any child or
member of staff on social media.

Roles and Responsibilities:

All ‘members of the Board, staff, parents and pupils share in the coordination and
implementation of the policy.

Evaluation:

This policy will be monitored on an ongoing basis by the Board, Principal and members of
staff and will be reviewed on a regular basis, usually every three years.

Implementation and Ratification:

This policy was originally implemented in November, 2011 following ratification by the Board
of Management. It was reviewed and amended by staff in March, 2018 and reviewed and
ratified by the Board on April, 17" following the enactment of the Children First, 2015,
legislation on December 11%, 2017.

This policy was most recently reviewed by the staff in March 2024 and ratified by the board
on 30th April 2024.
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