Harold’s Cross N.S
January Newsletter

23rd January 2026

N’

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),

| hope that you all had a peaceful Christmas and a very happy start to the New Year. It’s hard to believe that we are already
at the end of the third week of Term 2. Please find below a brief overview of some of the activities/events that took place
since our last newsletter at the end of November.

rDecember January

The Winter Fair was held on 7th December. A huge thanks to the PTA and

the Winter Fair Committee for their trojan work in organising this. » Zumba started back with classes from 3rd-6th on 9th January.

This will continue on the yard on Friday mornings for the next
) two weeks (weather permitting).

Gaeilge Power Hour moved from 4th class to 3rd class.
The HSE carried out Hearing and Vision Testing with our Junior
Infant children on 13th and 14th January. Our PHN Rita will be in
touch directly if there are any concerns.

Our Student Council for the 2025/26 school year was established. My thanks
to Ms. Clarke for leading the Student Council again this year.

. Christmas Performances were held on 17th and 18th December. Literacy and Numeracy Power Hours finished on 16th January in

the two 1st classes. They will be moving into Senior Infants in
Santa and his elf came to visit classes from the Montessori up to 2nd Class the coming fortnight.
on 18th December. They even managed a quick photograph with our 6th
Classes! As the final part of the Archaeology programme in 3rd class, Ms.
Boland and Mr. Sweeney’s class went on an archaeological treas-
. The Student Council organised a Children’s Raffle to raise funds for two ure hunt to Glendalough on the 16th January.
charities of their choosing. They raised a total of €475 - €200 for ‘The Red

Cross’ and €275 for ‘The Irish Cancer Society’. Well done to all involved!

IMPORTANT DATES

High Hopes Montessori’s Christmas Concert took place on 17th December.
Tuesday 27th January.-School Photos to be taken by Memory Lane
Photographers.

'é‘h:;.l(;sday, 29th January Assembly day held back to back starting at
.30am.

Our Senior Assembly was held on 18th December. The Junior Assembly was
held on 19th December.

. The main Christmas Raffle took place on 19th December. My thanks to the

1 ] ] ] Monday 2nd February - School closed for St Brigid’s Day.
PTA for all of the work involved in this. Well done to all of our winners!

Thursday 19th & Friday 20th February —School closed for mid -term.

Important Items to Note:

Gifts and Good Wishes: On behalf of the staff, | want to thank you for the lovely gifts, words of kindness and huge support given in the lead up to
Christmas. They were, and are, very much appreciated by us all.

Christmas Performances: | hope you enjoyed your child’s Christmas Performance. A huge amount of time and effort goes into organising the perfor-
mances and I’'m sure you will agree that they were all amazing! It was fantastic to see such large numbers for each of the three performances. |
know that some parents had to attend two, and even three performances, so my thank you for ensuring there was such a great turn-out for the
children on the day.

The Winter Fair, the Christmas Raffle and the School Calendar:

The PTA organised each of these fundraisers and you would not believe the ‘behind-the-scenes’ work that went into all three. My sincere thanks to
all of those who were involved in making them such a success. The commitment, drive and sense of community spirit was absolutely fantastic to
see.

A total of €6,265 was raised between the three fundraisers. The Winter Fair raised €3,442, the Christmas Raffle raised €1,165 and the School Calen-
dar raised €1,658. Many thanks to all who came along on the day of the fair, to those who donated, to those who bought raffle tickets, and to those
who bought calendars. Without your support these fundraisers wouldn’t have been possible.

| would like to send a special word of thanks to the many local businesses that supported the Winter Fair and the Christmas Raffle. Thanks to the
many donations, we have been able to raise these much-needed funds for the school. On behalf of the school, | would like to thank each and every

The businesses who supported us are listed below:

Steven Ann Nails Pickles

The Business Depot,
H.C.

Allcare Pharmacy,
KCR

Glitter Nails, Ter-
enure

Flamingo Nails

Montos, Kimmage

The Hopsack

SPA Salon & Beauty

Hickey’s Pharmacy,
H.C.

Boots Pharmacy,
H.C.

Centra, Harold’s
Cross Road

Virginia Claire
Beauty

EATON 6W

Brother Ireland

Price Waterhouse
Cooper

Swan Leisure

Poonams Brow

Kenilworth Electri-

Zero Zero Pizza,

Supervalu, Sun-

Glanmore Foods

Home Street Home

Boutique cal Kimmage drive
Change Clothes, Life Pharmacy, Lotts & Co. Indian Tiffins Spar, Kenilworth Bellagio Restaurant | Fitt Gym
Thomas St. Rathmines
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Attendance and Punctuality: Good attendance is vital for every child, and we want to encourage all children to attend regularly and be on
gimle. SCQOZ%I starts at 8:30am. Please ensure that children are in school on time each morning. The Green Gates to the main yard are opened
aily at 8:20am.

If your child is absent for whatever reason, please note that you must record this absence, along with the reason for the absence on the
Eolas app. If a reason is not provided, this will be classed as “unexplained”.

Absence due to lllness: It is really important that sick children remain at home. Given the time of year, there had recently been a number of
bugs going around.

Please note that children must remain at home for 48 hours after their last bout of vomiting or diarrhoea. Although we appreciate that
this can be difficult for families, it is important that this is adhered to to prevent spreading bugs. It is also really important to reinforce hand
washing and etiquette for all sneezing and coughing (into elbow/tissue).

Events:

Wellbeing Week: Our annual Wellbeing Week was held this week from 19th - 23rd January. Wellbeing Week aimed to promote wellbein

among the whole school community. During the week we exElored raising awareness as to what ‘wellbeing’ is all about and the importance o
looking after and nurturing our own wellbeing. Ms. Clarke who holds responsibility for Wellbeing in the school planned a number of fun activi-
ties for the children which took place throughout the week. My thanks to Ms. Clarke for this.

Catholic Schools Week: Catholic Schools Week will be celebrated next week from 26th to 30th January. The theme for the week this year is
‘Normal lives, Called to Holiness’.

School Photographs: This year we are once agla_\in gettin%?hotographers in to take professional school photographs. The photographers from
Memory Lane Photos will be comin% to us on Tuesday, 27th January. They will be taking individual photographs, sibling photographs, and
whole class photographs. You will all be sent a link to view and/or purchase the photographs, along with the various package deals.

Please note that there is absolutely no obligation to purchase the photographs. If for whatever reason you do not wish for your child to be
photographed, please contact the school in advance and we can arrange this.

January Assembly: The January Assembly will take place this month on Thursday, 29th January. Assemblies will be held back-to-back, with
Junior Assembly taking place at 8:35am and Senior Assembly at 9:10am.

Upcoming School Closures: Please note that the school will be closed on 2nd February for St. Brigid’s Day, and again on 19th and 20th Feb-
ruary for Mid-Term Break.

Many thanks for your continued support.

Le gach dea ghui,

Mr. M. Glynn

About 24 Pupil Accident Insurance cover.

Part of the extra charges that you pay at the beginning of the school year goes towards 24 hour insurance for all our pupils . This
means if your child has accident inside or an accident outside of school, you can still claim any hospital or Doctor bills or follow up treat-
ments related to the accident, through the Pupil—Personal- Accident -form that you can get from Nikki in the office .

You will need to keep any bills you paid and give them to Nikki when you fill in the form . Once Nikki receives the form and the bills from
you we will fill any parts we need to and then she will send it to the insurance company. She will also send you a final copy of it through
email, for your records.




