Harold’s Cross N.S
March Newsletter rd Harch 2026

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s),

| hope that you are all keeping well and are almost ready for the Easter holidays. Please find a brief overview of some of the activities/events that took
place since our February newsletter.

February

PTA Meeting: The most recent meeting of the PTA took place on 25th February. The PTA have been busy planning a number of upcoming events such as
a Table Quiz and a Summer Family Fun Day. More information to follow!

Student Council: The Student Council went on a trip to Leinster House on 26th February which was arranged by Deputy Ivana Bacik. The Student Coun-
cil got a tour of Leinster House and even got to sit in the Seanad and the Dail.

February Assemblies: These were held on Friday 27th February.

Lego League: A group of 18 children from 5th and 6th classes attended the regional Lego League final in DCU on 27th February. We are thrilled to share
that they came away with two awards. Team ‘Techtonic’ walked away with the ‘Rising All Stars Award’, and team ‘Ghostdusters’ were awarded the
‘Best Robot Design Award’.

Well done to all of the children involved. Our talented students worked after school each week since the start of the year to prepare for the event, and
their hard work and innovative awroaches have really been evident. My thanks to Ms. Murray and Ms. Everlien for training the groups and for their
time, commitment and support. We are all incredibly proud of the children’s achievements

[ [ [ [ / [

_ 9, 9 W ™ Y W .
W VW P
! I I W « W W
e p
March

World Book Day: We celebrated World Book Day on 5th March. The children came to school dressed as different book characters and we were abso-
lutely blown away by the standard of the costumes. Thanks to the parents for all of the work that went on behind the scenes! Thanks to Ms. Moriarty
for organising all of the events that took place on the day.

Teddy Bears Hospital: We had a team of student doctors from the UCD Paediatrics Department carry out ‘Teddy Bears Hospital’ workshops with chil-
dren from Junior Infants, Senior Infants and the Montessori on 6th March.

The workshops were a huge success and the children really enjoyed themselves. Thanks to Ms. Murray for organising the workshops and thanks to the
UCD staff for facilitating. They were full of praise for the children as to how respectful and mannerly they all were.

Parents Internet Safety Talk: Following on from Ger Bricks Internet Safety Workshops with classes from 3rd-6th, an Internet Safety Talk for parents
was held online on 9th March. We hope that those who attended found it useful. Quite a lot of alarming information came up as part of the talks high-
lighting the online freedom that many of the children have to the internet and various websites/apps.

Ms. O'Meara, our HSCL teacher, has emailed a great deal of information to parents from Ger Brick to supﬁort you in ensuring that you are aware of how
to keep your children safe online. Thanks to Ms. Everlien and Ms. O’Meara for organising all of the workshops with Ger Brick

Gaeilge Power Hour: Gaeilge Power Hour moved from 3rd class and started in 2nd class.

Coffee Moring: Our HSCL teacher, Ms. A. O’Meara organised a coffee morning in support of Women’s Aid on 10th March. A total of €363 was raised. It
was lovely to see such a good turn out on the day.

Seachtain na Gaeilge: Seachtain na Gaeilge (Irish Week) was held from 9th-12th March. Over the course of the week all classes took part in a range of
activities to promote the Irish language and culture. Some classes attended the Ceili on the 9th, and others attended the Trath na gCeist (Table Quiz)
on the 11th. Many classes explored various types of traditional Irish music and customs. We had a La Glas (Green Day) on the 16th which got the chil-
dren into the mood for St. Patrick’s Day. A big thanks to Ms. Moriarty for organising all of the activities.

School Support & School Support Plus Meetings: Meetings took place between the 9th-12th March between parents and members of our SET team to
review progress for those children who are in receipt of SEN support. My thanks to the parents involved and to the SET team for their flexibility in fa-
cilitating these meetings.

aervice of Light: The Service of Light for those 6th class students making their Confirmation took place on 10th March in the Church of Our Lady of the
osary.

Primary Curriculum Framework Training: - The school was closed for children on 13th March due to staff training by Oide in the revised Primary Cur-
riculum Framework. A second, mandatory school closure will take place on 5th June.

St Patrick’s Day: We were closed on 17th March for St. Patrick’s Day.
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Upcoming Events:

Confirmation: Confirmation will be held on Saturday 21st March at 11am in the Church of Our Lady of the Rosary. A huge congratulations to our Con-
firmation children. Thanks to their parents, Fr. Alex and the Parish team, and their teachers for preparing them so well. Confirmation photographs will
take place in the school on Monday 23rd March.

School Photographs: The team from Memory Lane will be out with us on Thursday 26th March to take professional school photographs. They will be
taking individual photographs, sibling photographs, and whole class photographs.

You will all be sent a link to view and/or purchase the photographs, along with the various package deals. Please note that there is absolutely no
obligation to purchase the photographs.

If for whatever reason you do not wish for your child to be photographed, please email the teacher directly -when the office sends out a reminder
email and the teacher can note this.

March Assembly: This will take place on Friday 27th March. Junior Assembly will take place at 8:35am and Senior Assembly will be at 9:10am.

Important Items to Note :

Easter Holidays: We will close for a half-day at 12pm on Friday 27th March for the Easter holidays. We will reopen on Monday 13th April at 8:30am.

Science Week: This will take place from 20th-24th April. My thanks to Ms. Murray who has organised a huge range of exciting workshops and activities
for the week. If you feel you might be able to help out in any way, please get in touch with Ms. Murray.

Tesco Community Fund: We have been selected once again for the Tesco Community Fund in Tesco Metro, Terenure. Please make sure to give us
your blue tokens and encourage friends and family to do so too. The money raised will go towards improving the outdoor area of the school to make it
more welcoming and inviting. .

Easter Holidays: We will close at 12 noon for Easter holidays on 27th March. School will re-open at 8.30am on Monday 13th April.

Attendance & Punctualiry: Attendance and punctuality are very important to us here in HCNS. Although we know that children can be unwell and that
there can be very valid reasons for absence, it is imperative that children attend school whenever possible. Reasons for all absences/lates must be
noted using the Eolas app. If a child misses 20 days of school, we are legally required to inform Tusla's Education and Welfare Services, even if absenc-
es have been explained.

The reasons given by parents/guardians will be provided to Tusla if they are requested. If no reasons are noted, then they will be recorded as
‘'unexplained’. We will endeavour to get in touch with parents/guardians when a child reaches 15 days of absence so that you can monitor their attend-
ance closely. We will be in touch again should they reach 20 days of absence. Please try to have your child(ren) in school, on time, every day.

Child Safeguarding: To ensure the optimum safety of your children, please remember that parents are not to enter the school building without prior
authorisation. To gain access to the building you need to ring the buzzer at the front door. If you wish to speak with a class teacher, you can do so by
sending an email to organise a meeting in advance.

Many thanks for your continued support.

Le gach dea ghui,

About 24 Pupil Accident Insurance cover.

Part of the extra charges that you pay at the beginning of the school year goes towards 24 hour insurance for all our pupils . This
means if your child has accident inside or an accident outside of school, you can still claim any hospital or Doctor bills or follow up treat-
ments related to the accident, through the Pupil—Personal- Accident -form that you can get from Nikki in the office .

You will need to keep any bills you paid and give them to Nikki when you fill in the form . Once Nikki receives the form and the bills from
you we will fill any parts we need to and then she will send it to the insurance company. She will also send you a final copy of it through
email, for your records.




