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Rationale:

Homework is an integral link in the chain of communication between the school and the home. It allows

parents to be part of their child’s learning and to monitor the progress of their children while ensuring

that the learning process, begun in the classroom, is reinforced. Good study habits are fostered,

independent learning and self-discipline is promoted. It allows children to practice skills learned and to

use research based on their school work to further increase their knowledge and awareness of a

particular subject. This policy attempts to further strengthen positive home-school links through

streamlining the processes involved.

Parents, pupils, staff and members of the Board of Management were all involved in the formation and

review of this policy.

Relationship to the Characteristic Spirit of the school:

Harold’s Cross National School seeks to enable each pupil to develop his/her full potential. Homework

encourages pupils to work independently and to take responsibility for personal learning and academic

progress.

Aims and Objectives:

To support assessment practices.
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To foster self-discipline and study skills.

To consolidate learning through reinforcement of work already done in class.
To promote consistency and a uniform approach to homework across all classes.

To provide clarity to all as to the recommended time to be spent on homework.
To strengthen the educational partnership between home and school.



Roles and Responsibilities:

Board of Management:

e To review this policy on a regular basis.
Principal:

e To ensure this policy is applied on a consistent and universal basis in the school.
Teachers:

e To give relevant, meaningful and appropriate homework tasks, as far as possible.
To explain homework tasks clearly to pupils.
To check homework consistently.
To provide verbal and written feedback as much as possible.

To address difficulties children are experiencing with homework tasks.

e To follow up on incomplete or poorly completed homework.

Parents:

e To support and oversee their child’s homework on a daily basis.

e To supervise and provide assistance, as required, by providing children with individual attention
as far as possible. If a child is having difficulty with homework, parents may help the child to
overcome the difficulty with further explanation or examples without doing the work for them.
To listen to children reading and provide assistance with the learning of tables/spellings.

To liaise with teachers about difficulties or problems related to homework completion.
To ensure their child does their homework to the best of their ability.
To encourage and reinforce a good attitude towards presentation.

To ensure sufficient time and an appropriate environment is provided.
e To discourage morning homework.
Children:
o To complete homework tasks to the best of their ability.
e To practice skills and concepts they have been learning about in class.
e To ensure they have homework tasks completed within the given timeframe.
e To bring home all necessary materials including books, copies and worksheets.

Policies and Procedures:

Use of the Homework Journal / Homework Folder:

Every child from 1st - 6th class will record their homework using a Homework Journal. Homework will be
taken down by the children at a set time of the school day. Parents are expected to check the homework
journal daily to ensure that all homework has been completed, and that the work has been done to the
child's best ability.

Homework will be printed out for children in Junior and Senior Infants. Each child will have a homework
folder which they will use to bring homework home and return it at the end of the week.
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Erequency of Homework:

Homework will be assigned from Monday to Thursday. Generally, homework will be based on work that
is being covered in class that particular week.

Homework will commence in Junior Infants after the Halloween break.
Homework will be reduced in June. Here, ‘Active Homework’ will be given priority.

Children will be encouraged to read for pleasure over the weekend. In classes from 2nd - 6th, children
are expected to read their Accelerated Reading books at home over the weekend. In senior classes,
project/research work may also be assigned.

Extra homework may be given during the week or at the weekend if a child has not completed their
homework, or has not made a suitable effort to complete their work to an acceptable standard.

Approximate duration per Class Level:

The amount of homework given will gradually increase as the children progress through the school. The
following are guidelines for time to be spent on homework:

e Junior Infants 10 minutes

e Senior Infants 15 - 20 minutes
e First Class 20 - 25 minutes
e Second Class 20 - 30 minutes
e Third Class 30 - 45 minutes
e Fourth Class 40 - 50 minutes
e Fifth Class 45 - 55 minutes
e Sixth Class 45 - 55 minutes

Please note that the above times are suggested guidelines and may depend on the time of the school
year. In practice the time taken will depend on each individual child. If homework regularly takes longer
than this, parents are advised to discuss this with their child’s class teacher.

Content of Homework:

Homework is seen as a reinforcement of work completed in class. Teachers will ensure that homework
given is relevant and contains a balance between reading, learning and written work. In general,
homework will encompass a wide range of learning experiences such as reading, writing, tables, spelling,
learning-by-heart, research for project work or finishing class work.

The amount and type of homework may be differentiated so as to take into account the different levels
of ability within a classroom. If children receive additional SEN support, separate homework may be
assigned by the SEN teacher following collaboration with the class teacher.

Policy: Homework Policy Initially Drawn Up: 2010.
Reviewed and ratified by the BOM: 2014, 2018, 2020, 2025.
Most recently reviewed and ratified: September 2025



It should be noted that reading and learning tasks are equally as important as written tasks. Children
often do not regard this as homework. Parents play an important role in listening to reading and pieces
to be learned off, thus ensuring this work is completed to the best of the child’s ability.

Ideally teachers will check homework on a daily basis however this may not always be possible. Some
items of homework, and indeed classwork, may be checked by the children themselves with teacher
direction. This can form an important part of the learning process for the children and promotes
responsibility for their own learning.

Homework for Absent Children:

Please note that parents are asked to respect the integrity of the school calendar and are asked not to
plan holidays for times when the school is open. Work will not be provided for children who go on
holidays during term time. The onus is on the parents to cover the work missed due to such absences.

Upon request from a parent, teachers are happy to provide some homework for a child who is absent
due to illness or some other valid reason.

It is school policy to encourage children to attend school every day, where possible. In this way all
children will receive an equal opportunity to learn.

Non-completion of Homework:

In situations where there is a genuine reason for not completing homework (e.g. a child being sick,
family emergency etc.), the parent should email the teacher or write a note in the homework journal to
inform them of the reason. This should not happen on a regular basis or follow a pattern.

If the teacher notices a pattern of non-completion of homework, she/he will contact the parent by email
with a view to resolving the situation. At this stage, the teacher may request that the homework journal
is signed daily by the parent.

If this pattern continues, the teacher will meet with the parents to discuss the matter. If support is
required, this will be provided by the teacher and/or the Home School Community Liaison teacher.

If the situation continues, the matter will be brought to the attention of the Principal, who will contact
the parents to arrange a follow-up meeting.

Roles and Responsibilities/ Implementation:

All stakeholders have a role to play in the implementation of this policy.
Success Criteria:

e Feedback from stakeholders.
e Satisfactory homework assignments completed by pupils.
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Ratification and Communication:
This amended policy was ratified by the Board of Management on 16th September 2025

It will be emailed to parents and will be posted on the school website. A hardcopy is available from the

office, upon request.

Review:

This policy will be reviewed and, if necessary, amended in the 2028/2029 school year, or sooner if

required.
This policy was ratified by the school’s Board of Management on:
Signed: Signed:
Chairperson of the BoM School Principal
Date: Date:
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